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Two potent influences in the nationalism of the Afrikander
are those of the church and the Afrikaans language. Like
the Roman Catholic Church in French Canada, the Dutch
Reformed in the Afrikander community, although not the
only religious body, has played a distinguished role in
sustaining the elements of nationality. It has never been so
exclusive as the Catholic Church of Quebec, for it has had
ancient and intimate links with the Protestantism of the
English-speaking world, and does not see in this Protes-
tantism a dangerous rival. In the past it has employed
Presbyterian pastors and teachers from Scotland, and it
has not raised serious barriers to the intermarriage of its
members with British people. These circumstances facilitate
the future creation of a unified South African community.
Yet the Dutch Reformed Church has been only a little less
traditionalist than its counterpart in Quebec. It also for
generations has exhorted its members to hold fast to their
cultural identity, and to let the past die hard. From its
clergy it provides the Nationalist party with leaders of
emotional power, like Dr. D. F. Malan. In its own eccle-
siastical government it perennially guides the life of the group,
and is ever concerned with the morale of the nation as well
as the souls of its congregations. It fosters fidelity to race
and creed. It has been aided in this influential clerical
leadership by the relative isolation and simplicity of the
society, in which family, church, and political organization
supply in the rural areas almost the sole forms of associa-
tional life. Olive Schreiner in her day found the parsonage
and the church to be "the social points round which the
national life centred, and from which have radiated whatever
of culture and social organization was attainable/'16, The
church came closer than the state to the daily lives of the
masses. It preserved Dutch as a spoken language throughout
the period when officially it was prohibited. It fostered
community life on the lonely veld, promoted education of
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